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To Her Majeſty 
THE : k 


(Queen Dowager er. _ 


ENGLAND. | 


Ga i 


* Houg h 7 Proud bes | 1 
= the yes Tre F 
 'tiſe zato Engl, Y 


W Jet- it / eaks fivil a: ig. 3 
NF age Fl S7s: ad © + 
therefore wants ſo power fa "I 
a Patronefs- as*. your : Ma- 
| Jeſty ; . who both Underſtands 4 
. it; and can Vindicate xt from. 

A-2. thoſe ; 


The Epiſtle 
thoſe C enſures that may be 


caſt upon it, - by ſuch. as do- 


not. Whereforeoouchſafe 
to give me leave to publiſh 
it under Tour Majefties Gra- 


C10US Patr onage'; and fo - 4 
f 7 


take this opportunity of gIv- 


mg our Nation an lcea of- 


the Devotions Tour:Majeſty - 


exerciſes in our. frequent 
: Retirements, which many 
” . Adnyres but few Imitate : 

Falfly judging that” Prayer 
and Converſation with God 
is a« tedious. and irkſome 


Imployment; whilſt a Pions . 
Soul. finds the contrary, and 


'Experiences-it to be the on- 


&' 


ly. 


Dedicatory: 
Iy.true Comfort upon Earth, 
and a Foretaſt and Pledge 
of; that everlaſting Happi- 
neſs it hopes for in Heaven, 
Other ſeeming Comfor ts may 
allure our Hearts, to a 
ſearch after them, but.when 
with: much labour. they are 
obtain'd, they manifoſd thei 
Y emptineſs and their inabilit. = 
!! to give the-content-the\ 
Promiſed; ledvingthe Io 5: 
4.4: more. laiignifhng' Who - 
fad condition. than they 
found 1 it, and only. [atisfy- 
. ag. it; of this Truth, that 
God created our Leart for 
the enjoyment of himſcIf, 
| and 


The Ppiffler 
and that nothing leſs than 
Him can ſatisfy it. Vouch- 


Jafes Madam , to pardon 


my E onfidence, in preſent. 
ing a bare Tranſlation of ſo 
ſmall a Treatiſe to ſo great 
a Perſon. The Widdows 
Mite was not unacceptable 
to the King of Hearven, be- 


cauſe it was all ſhe had, and . 


becauſe ſhe garve it with a 
very good will, which is the 
moſt *valnable thing in all * 
Preſents ; and I can aſſure 
Your Majeſty,that both theſe 
Reaſons do plead for this 
little Offering. Tour Ma- 


jeſties acceptance will, Thope, A 


per- 6 


Dedicatory. 


1 perſuade the World to turn 


over theſe few Leafes ; and 
if your Example likewiſe 


© can prevail with them, to 
| pradtiſe what they Read, 

F 7queſtion not but they will 
& ſoon ceaſe to wonder that 


Tour Majeſty ſo often leaves 
the Entertainments of the 


# Court, for the Solitude of 
a Tour Cloſet ; whenthey per- 
_ ceive that the greateſt Fon- 
T oars, Riches, and Pleaſures 
3 of the Earth, are (what the 
4 Ti/eſt of Men ſtiled them) 


| meer Vanities , nay, even 


2 


Vexations, in reſpect of thoſe 


L vubſtantial and Vatisfatiory 


De- 


#1 
FY, 


The Epiſtle, vc. 
Delights, which are enjoy'd 
by  Converſtng. with..God) 
Which: indeed: are.:fuachs 
that. none bur thoſe:who 
with Your Majeſty have | 
Experienc'd them, -- are 
able to. conceive them. 
That Jour: Majeſty may pro- 
ceed in Tour pious Exerciſes, 
till at length jou come. t9 re- 
ceive: the. Reward of. them 


' in.an everlaſting loy, is the 


a Phoperaſel cn 
AS 31-4 Madam, WG + 
Your Majeſties. 

moſt Obliged : 
and 
moſt Devoted Servant - 


7. W. 
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KK Non habet amaritudinem con» 
J verſatio illzus, nec txdium - 
; convictus itlus, 
5 

bo His Converſation bas no > Bit-! 
o terneſs, nor his Company any? 
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Introduttion.. . Th 
NUR Converſati= 


ons with,one. 2+ 
| . nother, tho' nes. 
ceſlary forghe Entertain-! 
B * ment 


> ; ” 


2 A Method of _ 
ment of our Mind , yer 
have often Inconvenien- 
ces, Diſgraces, and Dil. 
contents that accompany 
them ; or, at leaſt are 
ſubje& to two trouble- 
, ſome Accidents, the one, 
| that ordinarily they diſs 
pleaſe us, and become 
{ painful and inſupportable, 
' there being nothing that 
gp wearies us ſooner, or be- 
"comes more tedious, then 
_ tobeobliged to harken to, 
and to entertain others : 
[The other is ſtill worſe, 
that when theſe Conver- 
ſations pleaſe us, they are 


go 


Conver ſing with God. 3 
generally Criminal, and 
moſt commonly we re- 
turn with wounded Con- 
ſciences, and ſuch Imper- 
fe&tions as we carried not 


g with us, 


RE 6 
Converſation with God. 


is free from theſe two ,- 


dangers , neither fin nor 


I wearilomneſs accompany 


it ; Innocence and Joy are 
the conſtanr Companions 


of this Spiritual Happt: 


nels. *; 

If you defire to know it 
by your own Experience, 
do what the Holy Ghoſt 


q and che Divine Wiſdom 


B 2 [n- 


| 4 - A Method of 


Inſpire in their own words, 
which I am about to pro- 
pole to you, and regulate 
your ſelf according to the 
. Examples they invite you 
to imitate. 


CO EIN _—— 


: CHAP, I. 
In what this Converſation 


. conſiſts. 


FOOD loves you, love 
IF Him , His delight 
1s to converſe with you, 
| Ter yours be to converſe 
with, and to ſpend your 
Time, as you will ſpend 
your 


LL \Y 


- y—_ T's iP 


Converſing witb God. 5 


your Eternity, in his ami- 


able Company. 


Accuſtom your ſelf to 
{peak familiarly and con- 
hdently ro him as to' a 
Friend', and refle& that 
'tis ar! error and weak- 
neſs of our blinded Na- * 
ture, Not to be free in 
his Preſence, and not to 
appear: before him, bur 


as Slaves trembling with 


Shame and Fear before a 
Prince, thinking of no- 
thing elſe, but ſearching - 
Comfort, and Liberty elſe-_ 
where. REES 

; 2'*. Van 


= w 
. : 7 = 
By You © 


6 | . AMethodof 

You are not deſired by 
an Extatick - Prayer , or 
a violent Application of 
your Imagination,that you 


form to your (elf a Figure : 


of his Adorable Perſon, 
and that Proſtrate in Spirit 
betore this imaginary Fi- 
gure, you forger your Self 
and your Domeſtick Af- 
tairs, and that you ſpend 


the day in Contemplating 


and Praiſing his Greatneſs, 
No, we ſpeak here on- 


ly of a familiar Entertain: 


ment, and deſire nothing 
> elſe, but that without quit- 
- ting your _— Em: 
En? pl oyments 


Conver ſing with God. 7 
ployments, you carry your 
ſelf after the ſame manner 
towards God, as in the 
like occaſions youare wont 
to do, to thole that love 
you,and that you love. He 
is preſent by you as they 
are ; ſpeak to him asyat 
would to them , entertam 
him about your Concerns, 
about your Deſigns, pre- 
pole your Hopes and Fears 
to him, and do this with 
Conkdence and an open 
Heart; for Reſervednels .. 
and Silence is very difplea-:; 
ſing to him in his. Saine>+ ] 
The | Sonl that .has 00-7 
B 4 thing® 


we 

p _" 
aw, 
4 + 


Y RI 
-- 
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A Method of 
thing to ſay to him, is like 
the little Siſter of the Suna- 
mite, which is not yer of 
Ageto be one of the num- 
ber of his Spouſes, and to 
be tenderly loved by him. 
One of the firſt Leſſons 
of a Spiritual Life is, that 
God who is the moft 


' Powerful and Formidable 


-. of all Maſters, when he 
' commands, delires to be 
Treated as the moſt Fa- 
 miliar Friend when he 
loves; and that during 
 . theſe ſolitary Converſati- 
js with the Perſons he 

rio the leaſt of all 


Crea- 


PIFY hs wat — hain OA u 


Converſing with God. 9 
e | Creatures, isnot too little, 
;- | ortoo contemptible in- his 
f | fight, unleſs that ſhe has 
- | not yer learn'd the man- 
0 | ner of Converſing with 
- | him, heart to heart, and 
S | amourouſly diſcovering to 
© | him her moſt hidden | 
thoughts. ED, 
| True iris,thac he onght'®! 
* | always to be: Sovereignly 
* | reſpected 3. but |when he 
- | does youtthefayour to YVi- 
fit you, and;zby an Inte-.-} 
110r motionof your Souk, -1 
makes you ſenſible : of his 
Preſence , the greateſt Mg-** 
nour he requires from you”?2 
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is to Entertain and Di- 
{courſe wich him, as with 

- one you love, with all Li- 


berty , Confidence , and 
Tendernelſs. 


th. 


F Cs 


Emxair IL 
#:That GUD is every where. 


| x EL 


"*]s:to-receive this 
-Hatiour, ſays the 
6... that without ex- 
$£54s your coming to 
him, as ſoon as he per- 
he yes that you defire to 
* ox Mihim, be prevents you 
= anc K preſents himſelf to 
Re 2 © you, 


2 IM Md 
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Converſing with God. 1 ©* 
you, with his Hands full 
of Grace, and Remedies 
proper for all the ailments 
you are wont to complain 
of ; He attends only ill 
you ſpeak to him to make 
you ſenſible that he is al- . 
ways near you, and ready 


to hear and comfort jo notes by. © 


fi ity, and by che Op ral - — 
onsof his Power #s Cie" 
tor; yet there*ars 6 
places in which" he# 


tz A Method of 

bits as in his own Houſe, 

which he deſigns and 

makes choice of for his 
' Chief Abode, The One 
is the Imperial Heaven, 
where he.is preſent by the 
Emanations of his Glory, 
Communicated to theAn- 
gels and Saints :: Th'other 
- upon Earth, in- the Souls 
of- che: Humble and Pre- 
' deflinate, where he is pre- 
' ſenthy his- Grace and oO 
| - moſt. DivincOperations of 
| the: Holy -Ghoft, who ce- 
 Kores to them the Anti- 
ent Paradiſe in their De- 


2059 


nity, 


| Sees. Dwelling in Eter- 


Converſing With God. 11 
nity, ſays one Prophet,and 
Inhabiting in a'Hmmble and 
 Contrite Heart, lays ano: 
ther.” Tis God that dwells 
on bigh in the Sublimiry 
of Eternity, and: at the 
ſame time ſo low, as in 
the Solitude of Saints, in 
their Grots, Tabernacles, 
and Cels , where. he-pal- 
ſes the whole day, Enter- 
taining himſelf withthem, 
Alas, what Joys| What 
Heavenly Conſolations! lays 
Fob, reflecting upon theſe 
Antient and Happy years . - 
of his Converſation with -.: 
God, When God Was ſeotet-* | 


. "4 


14 A Mibodof 


ly in my Tabernacle, wher 
the Onnipotent was With 
me : Ina word, he is with 
thee, O Devour Soul, an 
inſeparable, and the only 
Faithful Companion as» 
mongſt Friends, 


Dn —_— 


Cm 4a P.: 36]. 
God is at all times Preſent. 


S Thers have Hours 
of Separation, there 

. is no ſeparation from 
b God, all times are proper 
-0-make Holy Love to 

_ him, When the Sun retires, 

| lays 


i 


ben 
th 


1th 


Conrverfing with God 15 
ſays Solomon, be retires not ; 
in the Night he remains 
by your Pillow, to enter. | 
tain you in the filence of 
the Night by his ſecret 
Inſpirations, and to help 
you to make a Holy and 
Sweet Repole amidſt the 
Sweetneſles and Ccelefti_ 
al Pleaſures of this Inte. 
rior Converſation, b 

He is preſent alfo when 
you wake in the Morn. 
ing, to hear from- your 
Mouth a word of Conf, : 
dence, and to become -* 
the Depoſitory of -yout --_ 
firſt Cares each day but -/ 


ſince 


16 A Methodof 

{mce he fails not to be 
preſent when you wake, 
tail not on your part, to 
behold him, and to ſtretch 
out your Arms ro Em- 
brace him, tell him with 
his beloved Spouſe in the 
CANTICLES, how your 
thoughts have been taken 
up wich him in the Night; 
in what pain you have 
been for his ablence,what 
Fears you have ſhed when 
you thought of your in- 
gratitudes, that conſtrain: 
ed him-to give ear to his 
Juſtice,and to leave you, 


_ with her, 1s red you 


LAC 


Converſing with God. 17 
I ran after you in the De- 
ſerts, where I ſaw nothing 
but Darkneſs, but in my 
Spirit, and from the bottom 
of my Heart, T will rejoyce 
in the Morning to find you. 
Doubt not O Divine Sa- 
viour, but that I am yours 
ſince that you lee the firſt 
motion of my heart after 
my being my ſelf, is to re- 
joyce at the happy News 
that you ſtill love me, 
and that you are not fo 
far from me as my faulcs 
have merited, and my 
tears haye imagined- 


CHaP, 


#8 
C-; COIN» 


is A Meihbdd of 


Mem 


— 8 4a 2: 33. 


XY" That God 1s moſt particu- 
lar! ly preſent to US When 
we are ſo to him, 


O certainly Devout 
Sou}, he is not far 
off, he 1s where you are, 
and there is nothing in this 
World ſo near you as this 
inſeparable loyer of yours. 
Burt take care you forget 
notche is ſo,as the greateſt 
Part of the World do,and 
let no day or hour pals 
without beholding, think- 
ing of him, or {peaking 


C@1 


Converſmg with God. 19 


to him. Eatertain him 
wich ſome dilcourſe,if you 
have any Devotion,neither 
matter nor words will be 
wanting . tell him what 
you know of your ſelf 


and your Family, and 


what you would tell a 
Friend that came to vilit 
you. As Great a God 
as he 1s, he looks upon 
what you tell him as a 
thing of importance, be- 
cauſe he loves you, and 
becauſe there is nothing 
concerns you which Love 
makes not his Intereſt, 


Look 


20 A Method of 

Look not upon him as 
a King that contemns a 
Soul that has not Kiogly 
thoughts, and 1s not able 
to entertain him with 
great Matters, or as one 
that 1s afraid to abalehim- 
ſelf by harkening co your 
little Houſehold Aﬀairs, 
or to what Ppaſles in the 
Conſcience of a poor pet- 
ty Creature. 

"Tis rrue as St. Chryſe- 
ſom lays, That the care of 
God in Heaven, and upon 
the Throne of bis Empire, 
is to think on the Angels 
and Saints, and upon the 

| £1 eal 


Converfing with God. 21 


great Deſign of his Hea- 


venly Wiſdom. But when 
he.is with you, when he is 
in your Clolet, his only 
care 1s to think on you, 
all the Application of his 
Providence and Love, re- 


gards your particular In- _ 


tereſt : When he is with 
you, and in ſuch places 
where you are alone with 
him. He is God as I may 
ſay, for you alone, he'1s 
there Omnipotent only to 
help you, he is all Good- 


nels and Beauty only to 


| be loved by you, and to 


draw you to a "Confidence 
in 


22 4 Method of 


in him, aud loye of him, 
and to preſent you an oc- 
cafion of telling him 
whar afflits you, and in 
what State or Condition 
your Family 1s, and to in- 
torm-him how things go 
in yourCharge or imploy- 
ment, 2s allo to manifeſt 
- the Interiour of your Soul 
to him ; Tell him then, 
with Love and Sincerity, 
all that you know : Re- 


veal your ways unto our. 


nd beg his directi- 
: Khem, and make 
; known all your Counfels 


Dow. 


ſ[thirigs » knows paſs as. 


Converfing with God . 1.3/ 


CuaP. V. 
That God makes himſelf Ig- 


norant of what we do not 


| impart t to Hy SLA ; 


he 

already knows all 
you can (ay, becauſe he is 
God,and knows all things. 
But take notice , that by 


the Law of his: Divine' .: 
Wiſdom, he wilt have alt; A 


unknown to him, ks | 
approving them plealmg? | 
himſelf in them z  Cco= 
operating with theny/'or 
taking 


24 A Method of 
taking care of bringing 
them to an Happy illue, 
unleſs you your ſelf make 
them known to him. | 

There are Tears pour'd 
forth in abundance in his 
- Preſence, yet he ſees them 
not ; ſuch are the Tears 
of Hypocritical Penitents : 
There are Perſons allo 
that he Sears he knows 
you, Iknow you not : - There 
are Aﬀairs alſo he knows 
nothing of, and thele are 
even your own, when you 
{ay, nothing to him; of 
them, your Silence which 
hides 


* nor; Yerily, I-ſay unto 


C onverſing with God. 25 


hides them from him, 


makes them as unknown 
to him, -and that he:has-na 
deſign by the bleſſing - of 
his Providence, to give: 

a good ſucceſs to them, 
W hilſt you relate your diſ+ 
ſatisfactions and troubles 
to Men, and fay nothing; 
to God , they. know. what 
you ay, but- God knows 
nothing of .it. d 

God as Great and Oms 
niſcient as he was,he knew. 
not, that is, he would not: 
know, that Lazarus was 
ſick, of St. Mary Magda- 
len gave him notice of 4t cf 
@ You 


T6 A Method of 
_ You are Indiſpoled, you 
are Aﬀicted, and Purſued 
by your Creditors,you fol- 
low a buſineſs of Impor- 
- tance, you want good 
* Councel and the allitance 
of a powerful Friend ; our 
Saviour knows nothing of 
all this; if you would 
have it come to his know- 
ledge, he muſt know ir 
from your ſelf; 'tis a ſe- 
cret Law his Love pre- 
ſcribes him which he will 
not fail to obſerve. 
For as much allo as con- 
cerns other Afictions,God 


knows them not ſo long as 
you 


you ſay nothing of them , 
wherefore Devout Soul, 
keep no longer filence-in 
his preſence; as '{oon as 
any Diſgrace, or croſs Ac- 


cident arrives, with humi- | 


lity and reſpe& make your 
Complaint to him ; if your 
Confidence be great, 'tis 
not neceflary>!to beg his 
Aſſiſtance in exprels terms, 
it \uficeth with Sr. Mary 
Magdalen to preſent your 
Aftiction before his Eyes 
ſo that he hasnotice of it, 


Behold O Lord, bow 1 am 4f- 


flifted, He takes pleaſure _ 
ro behold an afflicted heart, - 


C 2 and 


onver ſing with God. 17 | 
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28 ' A Methol of- 
and to comfort it Diſco-_ 
ver yours to-him, and let 
him ſee all the diſquietand 
bitterneſs a it; dif: 
cover all the motions of 
your diſturbed Thoughts 
from fear or ſadneſs, I am 
full of Buterneſs,my heart 
15 even drovwgn'd with ſad- 
neſs ; . behgld me loſt and 
overwhelmed i in an Abyls 
of Miſery ; Dangers and 
Darkneſs haye ſurrounded 
me, [I have nothing elle to 
ſay to you,ſfince your Mer. 

cy ſees my Grief and my 
Tears; and that all my 
Hope | is 1n you alone: 

Ask 


Con-verſing with” God. 19 
Ask your Mercy O God, 
what it ought'ro do, uk 
your Love the ſame ques 
' ſtion, and then do: what 


you pleaſe. 


20 AMiathddof 


Cx Aa? VL 
That God condeſcends to our 


weakneſs, m permitting 
us to ſeek Comfort from 
Creatures, that finding 
none in them, we. may 


more earneſtly return to 
Him. ; 


E 15 not angry, as 
I have ſaid elſc- 


where , That during theſe 
troubles, you Addreſs 
your:feff to Creatures to 
be comforted by them, 
but when they have nei- 


ther Power nor Will to 
 aſlift 


Conrverſing with God. 21 
afiift you, it 1s his Plea- 
{ure that you come and 
make your complaint to }| 
him of it,and in his Arms 

blame their weaknels or . 
ingratitude ; My Friends | 
have nothing but- words, 
'tis to you therefore, O 
Divine Saviour, that FT 
come to manifeſt my 
pain, and to addreſs my, : 
Tears, - And dcrnotrone>- 
ly make complaint-of-the 
things that *trouble you,  : 
but as. ſoon 2s you have 

received any News that 

pleaſes you, comforts you, - 
and cauſes Hope and Joy 
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| ro ſpring up ig your 
| Heart, do what Fidelity 
and Friendſhip requires ; 
 Tun-preſently to him you 
\ "Jove, who expects you, 
tell him the News, and 
" addrhar itis your oreateſt 


os that this Chart- ' 
table Care and Fatherly 


Bounty of his, is a Mark 
char he -is pleaſed with 
| you;-— For this reaſon my 
Sn rejoyceth, and my 
Tongue exules; 1 will 


© xejoyceinGod mySaviour, 


-and ſing to him becauſe 
he has beſtowed Good 
things upon me. 


CHAP. 


- 
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Tis not diſpleafing to God, 
to relate our Inperftl il 
ons to Him, | 


Ry 7 Is aa of 

Conhdence that 

pleaſes Extreamly . - this 
ii and Devout Spouſe, 

to. truſt him with : the * 

| knowledge of yourFaults, - : 

even before you make _ 

your. appearance before :? 
- yourConteflors Tribunal, 
and acquit your ſelf of 
your Duty of Penance. 
Ccme and declare'to this 
C5 Amiable 


34 AMethodof 
 Aimable Confident, what 
has hapened to you, and 


lay with David, IT have 
finned -very much in this 


Aftion, and harve done -ve- 


ry fooliſhly; My God I have 


juſt now ſpoke an undi- ' 


| fſcreet word, I have done 


a moſt unworthy Action, 


| and ſuch a one, as may 
| be the. occaſion of great 


Diſorder; I know not 
what blindneſs ſhut my 
Eyes and cauſed me to 
fall into this fin, in truth 
Iam very much aſhamed 
of it, and afflicted for it, 
but that which troubles 

me 
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me moſt, and renders me 
comfortleſs, 1s, that. you 


. are offended. Neverthe- 


leſs, if I have been leſs 
Prudent, you. are tot the 
le(s Merciful, or leſs ſen» 
ſible of my Tears, I be= 
hold a tender compaſſion, 
in your Eyes, where E ſee 
your wonred Bounty. ;- 
Methinks 1 feel that Love 
in your Heart, . which is 
the Toy and Comfort of 
my Lite; Look and make 
Experiment of it yr 
ſelf, and you wilt find, 
that notwithſtanding my 
ingratitude , the _— 
Wt”: © 


26 A Meabddef 

of your Charity are not' 
yet extinguiſhed, and that 
you are the ſame to day, 
you were from all Eterni- 
ty, Sweet, Meek, and 


abounding in-Mercy. -: 


—_ — 
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How: we are to lay open our 
Daily Infirmities before 
Almighty G O D. 


T TPon occaſion of 
J theſe light and or- 


 dinary faults that often 
| happen, and almoſt every 
|  :heur, beg of him, that he 
+: | would 
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would not forget what he 
knows better than you, 
to:wit, that you are an 1n- 
famous ſinner, and like 
an infant, ſubject to con- 
tinual falls ,. tho' his Fa- 
therly goodneſs ſeem not 
to-permit him to be angry 
at you. | 
Repreſent before him, 
that, a Son and Heir of 
two years old, the Hopes 
and Darling of the Fami- 
ly, is not lels pleaſing to 
his Mother when he falls; 
than when he ſtands on 
his feet, but the contrary ; 
for then it is that ſhe takes 
by hin 
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him up, and moretender- 
ly. cheriſhes him. Tell 
him that it 1s the Nature 
of Step-Mothers to be 


angry, or correct their lit- 


tle Children, becauſethey 


fall, a true compaſiionate 
Mother, of which he will 


bear the Name, as foon as 
ſhe ſees her Child fallen, | 


runs to help him up with 
a Motherly affe&tion, and 


inſtead of Rigour and | 
Threats, hides him in her 


; Boſom, Flatters, and Em. 


© braces him; and endea- | 
yours by her Kifles and - 
Careſies, to aſlwage his | 


Pain, 


—— y— ee 


— O@ < -' 


| Reſolutions and Promiſes, 
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Pain, and to hinder him 
from crying and afflicting * 
himſelf. 

Great God , you give 
me the Name of your 


] little One, which you 


hold on your Knees, or 


| lead by the Hand to teach 


me to go. Behold what 


' I am, and whenl Fall ; ſee 


) 


what you ought to be,and 
what your Goodneſs 're- 
quires of you. 

"Tis true my moſt dear 
Father, and even this very 
day in your Preſence, not- | 


withſtanding my many 
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| Fam fallen into my daily 
' and wonted [mperfections. 
Yet be not angry with me, 
T have reaſon indeed to cry 
and be afflicted , this be- 
longs to me, but it belongs 
to you my Beloved to give 
me your Hand to help me 
up, to take me into your 
' Arms, to dry up my Tears 
* to diſffipate my Diſquiets 
and Fears, and to afſure 
me that you {till Love me, 
and ceaſe not to be my 
God, 
Ido notdeny, bunt you 
have a great deal of reaſon 
to complain, that after fo 


many 


mm 5 ay 
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many Confeſſions made,ſo 
many Pardons and Favours 
received, you ſee me fall 
into ſuch frequent Relap- 
ſes: Yet methinks, you 
have a great deal of- rea- 
ſon to excule in me thele 
unavoidable Weakneſles ; 
© | -orat leaſt, if you are an- 
s | gry, or diſpleasd with 
S | them, to let your anget 
e | fall upon my Parents, who 
, | concety'd me in Ignorance, 
y | and gave me their Sin in 
part of my Being, 
u Alas, Divine Saviour; 
n || youchſafe but alittle to re- 
ſo | gard what is in me, and 
WE: what 


OY ooo a ooersy ” Mo 
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. wide 


E. what I am, what an Heart 


has been beſtowed on me 
and what Blood has been 


made ule of to form a Crea- 
ture,that oughtto be as pure 
and impeccable, as the An- 


gels: As ſoon as [ ſprung out 
_ of nothing,you retus'd me, 
what is moſt Holy, your 
Grace , without which [ 
was born, My Parents 
gave me only of their own, 
what was moſt impure. 

; Ireceived of you a Soul, 
which immediatly was in- 
fected with Sin , before it 
was at my Diſpoſal, and 
of them a Body, already 
tainted 
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rt | tainted with Corruption 4 

and bad Inclinations: And 

n | ſince I became ſo miſe- 

1- .| rable without my actual 

re | Concurrence, there ſeem- 

n- Þ eth to be ſome little rea- 

it | fon, why you ſhould grant 

e, | Pardon for thoſe Imper- - 

ar | fetions which naturally 

I | flow from ſo bad a Source: . 

t'S I ſhould be to blame - | 

n, | notwithſtanding, ſhould. 
demand, that your infinite = 

I, | SanRiry ſhould not regard 

n- | my. Failings with. diſplea- } 

it Þ ſure: [ am difpleas'd with } 
then my ſelf ,' and fuffer } 

moſt” ſorrowful'. Regrets 


and 
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and Remorſes for them 
[ tell you however, what 


I do to comfort my ſelf, | 


and what in my opinion 
you ſhould do, to appeaſe 
your anger, and to. have 
towards me no other Sen. 
timents but of Compaſiion, 
and no other deſigns bur 
of Mercy. 

For my part, O my 
God,. at the very moment 
I have Sinned,. I look up- 
on you 1n the fame State 
and Condition, you were 
in on' Mount Calvary, 
| where =_ thought of. no- 
| «thing bur of Pardoning, 


and: 
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and blotting out of Sins, 
and ſearching out Sin, 


4 ners throughout the whole 


World., to waſh: them in 
your molt precious Blood. 
This is that , which I be- 
hold, and this makes me 
run to you: O..adorable 
Mercy , behold here the 
Sinner, you leck after, 
For your part, O ray 
God, in the ſame moment 
you ſee me fallen, behold 
me in the fame ſtate, in 
which by your Mercy 1 
hope to be one day in Hea+ _ 
ven, where [ ſhall think of 
nothing elſe, but loving © 
you: 


* 
. 


F you : When you behold 
© - me here below, you (ec a 
| Perſon, who, during thirty 
or fourty years of his Life, 
paſles not one day, nay 
perhaps. not. one hour, 
without Offending yau'by 
- {ome Faulc or.other. But 
'- when. you behold me in 
{ Paradiſe, you bchold a 
' Saint, that paſſes millions 
of Years and Ages ; nay ail 
intire Eternity, without 
offending you ſo much as 
once, and that ceaſes not 
each moment of this long 


Eternity, to Glorify, and 
Love you: Look upon me 


then 


| 
f 
I 
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| | then in this ſtate, and be: - 
, | not angry, to ſee me upon 
7 | Earth for fifty or fixty ? 
> | years, that is, two or three - 
7 | Minutes in reſpect of Ecer- 

» || nity, to be the ſubject of 
7 | frailey and frequent fail- 
[ x 
i 

a 
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n | How to make your Applicas 
tions to God m ordinary 
Doubts and Difficulties. © | 


Emember to acquit- 
your ſelf of this 
| Duty of Confidence , of 

which 
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which I ſpeak, in the oc | 


caſtons,where you oughtto 
deliberate upon ſome un. 
foreſeen cvent,, or of ſome 
difticulty, that troubles 
you , where you cannot 
wel} perceive, what you 


are to do, nor what Re:: 


ſolutions you are to take. 
Give, O Lord, a word in 
my Mouth and counſel in 
my Heart. . . Send forth, O 
my God , your light, to 
dire&t me. By ſome mark 
of your Wiſdom teach my 
Soul, what to Anſwer, 
what *cis to do in this con- 
juncture, and which is the 


beſt 
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| beſt means of thoſe, that 
occurto me; or, that my 
Friends propoſe, direct 
my Path, and permirt.me 
not to go aſtray, - I {ze a 
oreat many Adviſes, but 
I defire to know, which 
15 yours; give m2 4 know- 
ledge of it, and with your 
Hand dire&, and guide 
my Inclinations to , 
that way, you direct, and 
to pitch upon the choice, 
you inſpire, . 1cannot but 
act prudently,and proſpe. 
rouſly , whilſt the ſplen- 
dour . of your Witdom 
ſhines upoa me, tv direct 
D me 
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' -me in the Darkneſs 7 am 

- in, when your Light 

ſhines upon my Head, by 

ar 7 ſhall walk ſecurely, in 

-the midſt of Darkneſs. 

- Ih a word, Live in 
a continual .exerctlſe and 
communication'witkGod: 

_ Look uponthim no other- 


-. wile, than a powerful and 


fairhful Friend , who is 
night and day by .your 
fide. Have wich him; as 
T have ſaid, the moſt free 
and amorous Familiari- 
ty you can, conkding e- 


ven your Difdences and 


Fears to hit , as alſo your 
molt 


AY ay. F< jr Lands find co a 
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molt hidden Weaknefles, q 
all your Thoughts, and 
Defres ; and the different 
Motions. of your irreſo- 
late Pradenee , or your 
ſecret Difquiets, Before 
thee, O God, is. all. my 
Defire, and my Groats 
are not hid from thee. - 


o g—_ 


Or 

> ol ay 
0 
E. 


ET a -not liſpleas 4 with 
- every. Complaint to him 
Ty himſelf and in what 


: manner we may do it. . 


A \Od; is ſo wel pleas'd 
. J .thac  Thould 
A ſp eak to Fins 5, in a Fami- 
, Var and Friendly man- 
- ner, that though you 
S ſhould have a mind now 
- and then, even to com. 
plain of his own Provi. 
= dence,and of that Szverity 
herewith he ſeems to 
--\Freat- you , he. will not 


" be 


hg ew H FF MM, v40a we 
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be angry it ir DIS. 1 
it be done in an Amo- 
_ rous and Reſpedtful way. 
| When you are over- | 
whelm'd wich Grief, and . | 
cin receiveno Anſ'rer to 
your Prayers; you may 
inutate our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour on the Croſs, and: 
lovingly Cry. out unto : 
him, My -God, my Oui 
why haſt thou forſaken n me + 
You may {ay wit Da: 
vid, Why,'0 Lo-d, have you 
gone from me, od do' des 
ſpiſe me-in”- the occaſe on t- y 
What 1s: this, © my - 
God',- that: you” know - 
, D3z me + 


T 
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me--not , when 7 weep, 
and withdraw your ſelf 
from me , whilſt I am 


bach'd. in Tears, and 
have moſt need of your 
Comfort, and your help. 
ing hand, Wc. 

I cry unto. you , and 
you hear me not; 


ſtand -before you, and. 


* you behold me not; 
you are- chang'd and be. 


come (cruel towards me, 


Where are you, O my 
Divine Saviour 2 Where 
4s your Mercy ? Where 
is your Love ? I call you, 
2nd. you. anſwer me not z 


hear me: I make known 
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I cry out as loud, as 1am 
able, and you do not. 


the grief. that oppreſles 


me, and the deplorable-. , 


condition I am in, and 
you turn your face from- 


me, and will not behold” 


Ine. 


Bat after theſe plouUs + 


Complaints ,. fail not to 
return to your  Senti- 
ments 'of - Confidence, 
and Humility: Yet, O 
Lord, you do not ftretch 
out your Hand to con- 
lume me. Tho, great 


God, you-are angry, yet - 


a 
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1 plnive/7! your deſign 
[is not rodeſtroy me, all | 
'” theſe blowes from your 
Hands. are' favourable | 
: ſtroakes, and preſage my 
.- Happineſs. "Tis your 
Goodneſs, is the cauſe of 
my Suffering; the more 
Tſuffter, the more 1-am 
afſur'd: of your "Love, 
and that your Providence 
-hath- ſecrer Thoughts, 
 -and deſi; igns of Love to: 
\. wards me; which, when 
Tleaſt hope for chem,will 
_ com: irt me and-ſurpaſs 
my defires. Behold | wan 
art our God, weexpected 
thee, . 


3 
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thee, and thou ſhalt ſave _ 
us, we waited, - and we 
ſhall exult,and rejoycein 
thy. Salvation. | 
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We are to repreſent the Af- 


flictions of others unto 
God, as well as our own. 


Ou do well to think 
of yonr Troubles 


and Pains, when you are in 


of thole,that others (uffer. 
Tell him che News of 
thoſe, you know, and en. 


Grace. and Mercy from 
his Heart for the Comfort 


of -ſuch, as according 


to. the Prophet, are nou- 
ri d. 


. hispreſence;but think alſo 
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deavour ro draw {ome 


pd fre, gg 2D roenmat > 
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ri{h'd &por Earth- "Rh 
the Bread of Tears, their | 
_ Miſery is theordinarty ſab. 
ject ofdiſcourte; tcheyTalk 
and tndke  Coriplaitit 
of it in'1 Companies; 

but tht Complaints, rhey | 
make ,- profic them very 
tittle, - They - will db 
them fervite, Devont 
Son}, when in yotir fant: 
Liar Entertainments yott + 
tnake them, and recotint- . 4 
them” to Got : relling | 
him the Poverty and M 
eries, you know are '1n 
feveral Families.In Tra; 
my Gear Meer, 1&ngo 


no... 
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no where, but find ſome 
Tears,and I may lay with 
Truth , that from the 
time, 1 knew, and began 
to converſe with Men, 1 
have ſcarce known. one 
without a Complaint,and 
whom T have.not beheld 
to ſhed juſt Tears of grief. 


It ſeems to me, 1am born 


only to behold AﬀMicti- 
ons, and afflicted People, 


and to behold them 


with a ſceining Cruelty, 
not being able to help 
them. 

This want of Power, 
O my God, is in effect 


ONC: 
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one of the ſaddeſt AfMi- 
tions, 1 ſuffer in this mi- 
ſerable Life, as often as I 
ſee ſuch Creatures, . as be- 
long to you, and are dear: 
to you,to come, and with 
Tears to bewail their mi- 
ſeries, before, my, eyes;and 
thac Tam, forc'd to aban- 
don them 2s others do,and 
to tell them, expect no- 
thing from me,'tis impoſ- 
fible for me to kelp you. 

T ſpeak ſincerely, that 
for theſe thirty or forty 
years, that every. day 1 
have beheld ſad objects of 


compaliion I iemember 


rot lt 
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nit} tor have been able &8 
make one of chem happy, 
nor to - ſend him away 
with that- comtort, he des 


lired, © 


'c would be, ca dexr 
Spouſe,” an * enormous 
cttthe, 'and a; deceſtable 
wir og of Reaft -to- be 
inſenfible of their pairis; 
but *tis a great miſery to 
feel chem,and not be able 
ar allo help them, or 
_ them. 

Miny Holy Petiſons go 
to "_ Ricxzand Happy in 
the World, to beg Chari- 
tics,  and/to gather Aims, 

Lge) 
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to carry to the Sick and 
Shame-fac'd Poor, whom 
they know- Idothe fame, 
and at prefenc 1 who 
{peak to you, ſeck help 
and: comfort for'thern , 
bur "ris ro you, my'belo. 
ved, 1 addreſs my: kth, 
you have your hands fill 
of Comforts, and Bene- 
ditions, neccllary for 
them. -1 offer up my 
hands to receive thent in 
Adoration of you, caſting 
my ſelf at your feet. Suf- 
fer me not, O God, to 
rife without obtaining 
forme Grace in their fa- 
=: Foul, 


| 
| 
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vour. Send your Ele& 


to them, to carry your 
Charities.. or. to-tell chem 


ſome welcom News, that 


may draw them. out of 
the Abyſs of Sadneſs, in 


whigh they are, and may 
unexpectedly make them 
reVIVE. 

| T have, O my God, e- 
verlaſting infinite Obli- 
gations to you, You 
know, every hour my 
heart 15 in pain, how it 
may make thankful Re- 


curns for your Favours, 


uſing the words of the 
Royal Prophet, What ſhall 
If 


T return unto the Lord, for 
all bis Benefits beſtowed 
upon me * And your ordi- 
nary anſwer to me, is, 
That whatſoever 1 do to 
any, that is in ſaffterance, 
you take it as done to your 
ſelf; and retain as grate- 
tul a reſentment of it, as 
if the Afﬀictions were 
your own, as if you alone 
receiv'd the Comfort. Be+ 
flow upon me therefore, 
what you would have me 
. Five them , and permit 
me not to be any longer 
ſo unhappy, as to behold 
my God in Afﬀhictions 
and. 
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and ſuffering all the Mi, | 
| feries, the Neceſlitous un- 

| dergo,as well as the Sick, 
| and Priſoners, and not to 
be able to help him. 

'_ My dear Greator, you 

| fay unto me, behold your | '” 
| Brother, your Siſter, that" 
languiſh upon Straw, and || -na 
.- want afliftance. Behold || to 
+ - othgg Souls, ſuffering. Sad- Þ fp 
” nels, and Deſpair, who | fli 
t call you to help them;'Þ.ho 
t and:[anſwer you, Ormy [| tre 
| God, in:tears, give what || na 
you command-me to do, | Dy 
and command what you || ty. 
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CruaPp. XII. 


I We areto have recourſe tq 
' God, no leſs in Proſpe- 
_ than in Adverſity. 


Is ordinary enough 
for Devour Souls, 
nay :lmoft all Chriſtians, 
to have Recourlſe,. and 
ſpeak to God in thas Af- 
end to paſs whole .. 
'F- hours with him in time of * 
trouble ; but 'tis as ordis 
narythat they forget theiv 
_ Intime of Profperi+ 
y. Forget not yours,- Q- 
Faichful Sunamite, lays St. 
Rx Bernard, 


F 
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Bernard, and do not imi- 
rare the Examples of 
lagratitude, w hich appear 
in the lives of moſt Men , 

nay, ev2n in ſoine of your 
 Companion:, how {piri- 
tual and {crupulous {oever 
they may ſ-em to be in 
other occaſions. 

"Tis a ſtrange thing, 
that, when our Deſigns 
proſper, and that we are 
happy, one of our moſt 
ſenſible Joys is: to: ac- 
quaint our Friend with 
it; and yet notwithſtan- 
ding, as Devout as we are, . 
we neglect. to tell God, 
and 
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and thereby to receive the 
moſt ſweet and holy 


Comfort , that can be 


drawn out of the happi- 
neſs of this miſerable life. 
Thar is, to enterain our 
ſelves with our amiable 
Benefa&tor, and to teſtifte 
to him our ſenſe, and 
grateful acknowledgment 
for his Favours: 

You, who love your 
Duty, teſtifi: yours after 
the molt fairhful and fin- 
cere manner you are able, 
give him an account of 


| 4 f 
|| the happy ſtate of your 


Aﬀaits, of the ſucceſs of 
| your 
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your Labour, and of your 
Conduct, being enlight- 
_ ned by his Charity. 
Speak to him each 
thing, as the Sunamite did, 
lead him amongſt your 
Treaſures, thew him all, 
you poſlc{s through the 
greatnels of his Liberality 
and Favour towards you, 
My Beloved lays the,Behold 
here the Fruits at our Gates 
and within our Incloſures , 
whereſoerver Tcaſt my eyes, 1 
fee nothing but Abundance 
and Fruitfulneſs,. and the 
| Branches charg'd with your 
Benedifions and T reſents. 
What 
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What a Sweetneſs my dear 


Spouſe, what a Plenty have 
you pour'd down upon 9ur 
Fruit-trees | What Riches 


are beap'd together by your 


Providence and Love ! "Tis 
you, that made the Corn and 
Fruit to grow, and are cauſe 
of that plentiful Harveſt 
of our Newhbourmeg Frelds. 
Tou are the Inventor and 
Origine of this multitude of 
Conrventencies, that ſuſtain 
our Life, and comfort ns 
bere below. Fr 
I receiye thei only, to 


return them to you. For 
by receiving Temporal 


Be-. 
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Benefits, we ought to per- 


form two things, to wit, 


Praiſe you, and Love 
YOu, 

The uſe, becauſe you 
will have it ſo, ſhall be 
for us, but the Honour 
and Love for you alone, 1 
will rherefore ſay, Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto 

. but unto thy Name be 
al Honour and (Glory. The 
Glory of lo great proſpe- 
rity 1s only due to God : 
_—_ my hanas, nor 

he hands of any Crea- 
cure have produc'd d ir,and 
therefore none ſhall (hare 
in 


amy. J,nsd Ac ah @ ef. X#aamm "# co Aa [ — 
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in his Praiſe or Love : I 
owe nothing to any, but 
himſelf ; nay, I will not 


| ſo much as love his Gifts 


or Liberalities,as precious 
as they are: 1 ought to re- 
ceive and potlecls che Gifts, 
but. onght to Love no- 

thing but the Giver, 
You, my God, who 
know all things ; know, 
that they are .not.. your 
Preſents, which make me 
Happy. TJ have a thou- 
{ſand times told you,what 
Inow repeat, that amidſt 
all :he Riches, and all the 
Felicities ; and amidft all 
| E the 


F 74 A Method of 
| the Worlds, you can 
Create , there is nothing, 
that 1 can or will Love, 
but you. My Love is on. 
ly yours, and you alone 
{hall be eternally the God 
of my Heart , and my 
everlaſting Inheritance. 
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[of © 8D 4 


Our Imperfeflions in- our 
Devotions ought not to 


hinder a confident re- 


courſe to bim, 


Pply your ſelf with 


happens Fo, which is 


but too ordinary in the ex: 


efciſes of a devour Life, t6 . 
wit,when you. find in your 
Soul certain  neghigen- 
ces, and difcouragements, . 
as Spititual rediouſnefs, 


E 2 Wea- 


Thur Thee Saley 


i 


K. particular care to | 
ſpeak to him moſt famili-' 
arly,and freely, when chat 


F jt 
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weariſomnels,and diſguſt, 
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of which you Kttow nor 
any cauſe, ſuch as David 
complain'd of , ſaying, 
My Soxl is dy'd up within 
TI cannot tell you, 
O my God, how T1 am, 
nor in what condition / 
find my ſelf; My Soul is 
much out of order ; No- 
thing reliſhes with it, no- 
thing can pleaſe it: Nay, 
tis as diſpleaſing to it ſelf, 
as Other things are : Nay, 
it ſeems, as if you were 
no longer pleaſing to it, 
or at leaſt 1 canno? bring 
it at preſent , to make ſo 
much 


much as one act of Love 
or Adoration. I ſay my 
Prayers without any De- 
votion;zand with a fhame- 
ful Negligence. It is 
not poilivle for me In 
your Preſence to keep 
my ſelf with that Duty, 
and Reſpe&t, T1 ought ; 
nor to free my lelf from 
that Drowſineſs and La- 
ſine(s,that even makes me 
ſleep at your feet, inſtead 
of hearkening to you; as 


Davrd laid, My Soul ouf 


of Tedicuſneſs , even ſlept 


within me, 


E 3 
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Iknow not , whence 
this humour proceeds: yet 
Iknow, ts diſpleaſt: 'g to 
you, and that it offends 
you : And you know, tis 
di{p! caſing to meallo, and 
that "tis a great pain 'and 
confuſion to me, to find 
my ſeif in this condition, 
Bur thar, which comforts 
me, is, that in your words 
yu carry my Cure. If you 
have compaſſion of my 
infirmity, ſpeak, and Cure 
| me: Confirm me in your 
| Words, Remembper, O 
| admirable Omnipotence, 
that of my ſelf 1 am no- 
thing 
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thing bur Weakneſs and 
Miſery ; all my force de- 
pends on your Lips, and 
proceeds from your Eyes. 
Look upon me , O Di» 
vine Saviour, . and ſpeak 
but a word : Life, Cou- 
rage, and Grace will en. 
ter with your Words, and 
will give a new Birth to- 
my Soul . which is eruly 
entomb'd, whilſt *tis thus- 
a ſleep, and in a manner 
bury'd in its Body by 
Sloth. My Soul. ſlept out 
of Sloth, confirm me in your 
Words, ſaid the Royal 
Prophet. 


E-4. OChap.: 
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CH a?P. XIY. 
How multiplicity of Bufi- 
neſs is no hindrance to 

this Converſation. 


Ther times hap- 

pen,very different 
from theſe » but no leſs 
troubleſome, and as con- 
trary to the delign, 
you ought to have of 
keeping your Soul al- 
ways in Peace, and 
preſent to God, and 
- not- permitting it to be 
carry d away from him, 


either by diſquiet or 
LE: dis 
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diſtraction, *T'is, when 
the multitude of Afﬀairs 
oblige us, as they did 
St. Martha, to deprive our 
ſelves of St. Mary Magda- 
lens Happinels,and to run 
ro and fro, and to caſt 
our Eyes and Thoughts 
Mm every corner of the 
Houſe, to take care of 
an infinite number of 
Things. For how is "it 
poſſible at ſuch a time, 
whilſt our minds are 
taken up with ſo many 
Aﬀairs, and about the 
conduct of ſo many Per- 
ſons, to remain at the 

E 5 Feet 
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Feet: of our Saviour, and: 
to poſſeſs with repoſe the 
comfort of his Entertain- 
ments £ 
Yes, devout Soul, 'tis 
poffible. Without doubt 
you may do it as cafily, 
as the Sunamite, who 
gives: an example very. 
{weet, and eafie to fol- 
low, during the heat of 
your Aﬀairs, and the 
multitude of your Do- 
meſtick Imployments. 
See what ſhe doth,and 
you'l confeſs, 'tis, an - in- 
excuſable errour to be- 


lieve, that the buſineſs 
you . 


wat (Cf 4 
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you- are imploy'd in by 
Duty, and by Gods com- 
mand , ſhould conſtrain 
you to forget your ſelf, or 
God, For if,whilft you are- 
acting, your actions do - 
not hinder you from ſpea- 
king about your buſineſs, 
tro tne Perſons you deal 
withal ; why ſhould they 
hinder you from ſpeaking, 
ro him you love, or from 
doing, as: the Laborious 
Spouſe did, even. upon. 
theday of her greateſt lm - 
ployment, when ſhe was 
oblig'd to give orders to 
the great number. of tier 

Do- 
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Domeſticks, and by her 
vigllancy to: keep them 
all1duous to their works. 
Behold her, I ſay, and 
Judge, whether the re- 
poſe of a contemplative, 
be more agreeable than 
this her holy and active 
Life ?- Let us riſe this 
Morning, lays ſhe, get- 
ting up, /et us riſe, and 
£0 to the Vineyards, let us 
ſee, whether the V mes have 
Flower d, and if the Flow- 
ers bring forth Fruit, whe- 
ther the Peaches harve bud- 
ded. My dear Maſter, 
*tis time tro go to work, 
: and 
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and to think of our buſt- 
neſs, but do not leave me 
alone, amidſt the labours. 
I. fear them. not, how 
great {oever they are, ſo 
they ſeparate me not from 
you, and that, ſo long as 
I work,you keep my eyes 
and my thoughts inſepa- 
rably fixed upon your 
preſence, .and faſt ty'd to 
your heart. Let us goto- 
gether, and take a walk 
about our- Clole , let us 
behold the Vineyards , 
in what condition they 
are, and whether they 
are adyancd, as they 
ought 
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ought to be, in ſo favou- 
rable a ſeaſon. Let us 
vifit our Nurſery, and ſee, 
whether the Trees proſ- 
per, and whether our 
Plants thrive , let us viſit 
our Farm, and ſee whe- 
ther the Labourers mind . 
their Work ; whether the 
Shepherds are vigilaat, 
and whether the Seryants 
and- other Officers do 
their Duty : Let us go 
and give Order, that each 
one take care of his work, 
and be imploy'd. as he 
ought. 


But 


Converſfing with God. 87 
But one thing more 
yet my Beloved, do not 
leave me, for nothing can 
be troubleſom, or incom« 
mode me, whilft you are 
preſent to my mind, and 
whilſt I hearken to your 
Voice. Speak to my Soul,. 
whilſt my Body is em- 
ploy'd in your Service, 
and in regulating the Fa- 
mily, nl you are. 
pleas'd to confide to ny 
Care, and Conduct. 
When being. at work, 
we [peak to God of what 
we are about, the work 
's no more a diſtraction, 


but 


88 A4 Methdd of 
but a Devotion - of great 
merit, Devourt Martha, 
who thinks: of Temporal 
 Afﬀairs ,- and has all the 
cares'of the Houſe ypon 
her, is not diſturb'd , but 
rather comforted,by com. 
plaining to her Saviour, 
and making every thing 
that happens , an occa- 
ſion of ſpeaking to him : 
telling him ever, that it is 
for him, ſhelabours, and 
that ſhe is happy to la- 
tour , and tire our her 
ſelf, whilſt he gbeholds 


her. 


Do 
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Do nor doubt, when 
in the midſt of a multitude 
of Employments, youTe- 
member to ſay ro our 
Lord, what you lay to o- 
thers, to wit, that you are 
even overwhelmed with 
them, and that you Com- 
municate to him, with 
Confidence ſuchthoughts, 
as this Turmoil occaſtons, 
but that all your Diſtca- 
Etions will immediately 
change into ſo many Acts 
of. Divine Love. The 
contemplative Mazgdalens 
may perhaps have more 
{weerneſs, bur they. can- 
not 
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not have more Merit. 
A Soul, that withdraws 
not her ſelf from God, 
whilſt ſhe walks or runs 
about the ſtreets. is far 
better, than ſhe, that lets, 
her Thoughts wander 
. whilſt (ſhe is art her 
Prayers, 


rit. 


ws 
d, 
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| Heart, that as you 
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CH A P. XV. 
The [parry familiarity you 


uſe with God, the more 
pleaſing 'tis to Rim. 


N fine, ſpeak to him 
of all things ,, which 
you ſpeak of to your {elf , 
and do it after all ſuch 
manners,. as Love ſhall 
ſuggeſt. 
Art leaſt imprint this 
maxime deeply in ou 
ave 
not a. Maſter, whom 
you oughr to Fear and 
Reſpect as God: So 
you 
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you have not a Friend, be 


it Brother or Siſter , to 
whom you may ſpeak 
with that Liberty and 
Conhdence, as to him. 

They , that imagine 
freedom of Speech with 
him to be againſt the 
Law of Worſhip and 
Submiſſion , due to his 
Prefence, and his Divine 
Majeſty are much de- 
ceived. 

Many are apt to be- 
lieve, ' that, what Ghoſt: 
ly Fathers {ay in this par- 
ticular, are only thoughts 
of. their Simpliciry, con- 
trary 
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rary to ſerious and {olid 


IDevotion, and to that 


Holy Do&trin, which con. 
demns as 1lufion and Irre- 
yerence, all thele pretend- 
ed Conhdences,and ſeem. 
ng bold .and Preſumprtu- 
ous Convyerfations with 
God, athrming, that we 
are, in his fight bur. Duſt 
and. Aſhes, -and that 
in - his ' Preſence only 
Thoughts of profound 
Humility., and Arinihila-' 
tion, and Devotions, ten- 
ding thereunto, 'are to 
take placE, 


But 
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But alas ! How feeble 
and weak do theſe pre- 


tended Devotes ſhew 


themſelves, whilft they 


think., they ſpeak very: 


{olidly. They underſtand 


very little, in what the 


greatneſs of God con. 
fiſts, and are far from 


concerving , that mor- 
tal and earthly Great- 


neſs is very ſmall and in- 
conſiderable, and infinite- 
. ly lefs than that of GOD, 
becauſe it cannot ſuit, or 
equal it ſelf tro little 
things, when Wiſdom 
and Love obliges it ſo to 


do. | Take 
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Take notice , if you 
pleaſe, that the Immen- 


flity of God, infinitely 


lurpaſſes other Immen- 


 Fities, and that it alone is 


Divine and Soveraign, 


{becauſe at the lame time 


t is of greater extent then 
the World , it is alſo as 


- [lttle, as the leaſt' Crea. 
-Iture, and that 'tis as in- 


tirely in a little Flower, 
25 in the whole Univetle, 
and in the Imperial Hea- 
ven, TIAtt ov 5 6URMATC0Y, ſays 
a Holy Father of him, 
God 1s greater than all,and_ 
equal to all. 

Me- 
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Meditate but a little, 
Devout Soul, on this | 
Truth, and by it you | 
will clearly diſcern that 
God is the moſt ami. 
able and lovely, of all 
thole whom you Love, 
and whica allo Love 
you ; and that he is the 
true and only. object of 
Love, becauſe in : him a- 
lone you will find the two 
molt neceſſary things to 
be Lov'd ; :to wit, Supe- 
riority and Equality, that 
1s, a great Infinity, which 
Infinity elevates him as 
bove you, and an infinite 

Good- 
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Goodneſs, that (as 1 may: 
ſay)leſiens him ſo far,as to 


be equal with you ; there- 


by to bring to paſs, that 
all his Perfe&ions and 
Power ; may, as it were, 
be able to enter into your 
heart, and thereby render 
you inhinitely and eter- 
nally Happy: : He alone 
15 your Maſter and equal : 
And therefore 'tisof him, 
you may {ay with Truth, 
My belqped tq me, and. {ito 
hi... Natwithſtand, hg js 
God, .and I am. nothing, 
by an iheffable Myſtery, 
be is be forms pt ior 


| mnt. 
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him. His Wiſdom has 
raken my meaſure upon_ 
him,and rendred my little: 
neſs capable after ſome 
manner of containing his 


% 
© mn a P. XVI, 
When particular Reverence 
7s to be ſhown. 


Herefore O holy 

Sunamte, 1 in the 
"0.4 -and at times of 
Adoration and Divine 
Myſteries, appear not in 
his Preſence, but as an 
annfulared Shadow, by a 


pro- | 
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profound Humility : Bur 


in the places; and. at' the 
times, I. have before 
{poken. of , and. during 
your Solitary and Dome- 
ſbick- Converlations, - you 


are both to blame, and 


ungrateful ,_ if 'you have 
not all the libecry,familia- 
rity, and: tenderneſs that 
one ought to' have for '2 


; Spouſe, he tenderly Loves : 


and at \uehicimes [peakinoe 


other Lynguage, but that 


of Tenderneſsamd Love, 

'Tis there he tiles you 
his Beloved, his un{poted 
Dove, and even" forbids 


EN you 


\& 
bt \ 
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you to call him Lord .and. 
Maſter. Call me, fays 
he, the God of your Heart, 
the God of your Comifort, 
the Father of the Merctes 
you expeft, the Belyved of 
your Hopes and Deſires, 
the moſt Lovely,” the moſt 
Perfett, your All and .your 
only One ,, : whoſe Heart | 
rs but one with yours, and 
Whoſe Grace enters into 
your Soul, to be its. Life, ne- 
Ter to be ſeparated from it: 
commanding you not fo call 
him hereafter Baalim, that 
is, Lord, but to call him 
the Spouſe. - 7 yt 14 

- ! Gn 
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Crap. XVI. - 


How to Diſcourſe with God 
concerung Himſelf. — © 


Oreover , during 
| thele Col loquics, 
do not always ſpeak of 
thy ſelf, nor of ; own 
 Aﬀair, nor of ' thy own: 
Comfort, or AfﬀMi&tions, 
but Change thy Di- 
 {courle, and after thou 
it: | haſt madethy complaints 
all | or entertain'd him with 
at | what .happens in thy 
im | Houſhold Aﬀeairs, Ele-. 
- | vate thy Mind, and En: 
F 2 tertain 
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tertain him, with what 
belongs ro himſelf. 

. Speak to. him of his 
Happibeſs and Greatneſs, 
of his Divine Attributes 
and Operations, of the 
power of his Word,when 
by ir be. gave a Being to 
all Creatures, and drew 
them out of their eternal 
nothing ; ſpeak to him in 
the Language, of the 
Saints, who by Sighs 
and deyout Exclamations 
ſhew'd their Eloquence, 
whilſt they praisd his 
Works How admirable 
i5thy Name ! How mag; 
nificent 
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nificent are thy Works ! 
And ' how Rs fe thy 
Thoughts: O Wiſdom, 
that haſt form'd this great 
World, How Sublime 
art thou, and how in- 
comprehenlible in thy 
Thoughts,how profound 
art thou- in thy Deligns! 
How magnificent and ad- 
mirable in thy Works * 

What a vaſt Immenlity 
do the Heavens contain, 
what a Luſtre and Bright. 

neſs do thoſe uncorrup- 
tible Lights, ranged in fo 
Beaurif an Order, fead 
forth ; what a variety of 
F 4 Goods 
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Goods doth the Farth 
produce , and the Sea, 
-and other Flements bring. 
forth ? How G1CAT A Mage 


nthcence indi Beauty have 


all thele Creatures, and 


how pleaſing a thing it is 


-to' Contemplate them in 
Silence, and to let our 
'Soul be fill'd with Admi- 
ration, and Heavenly 
"Thoughts, whilſt it con- 
 ofiders them! Thy Power 
and Juſtice reacheth to 


the higheſt , how great 
things haſt thou made ! 
O God, who is like unto . 
thee ? - 


Chap. 


; Converſing with God. 105% ' 


2, | C:n av.  XVIL 
's | Howto Treat with "Him of 
>” Obes Birth and Paſpon.” 


T2 not forgetful alt 
of the greateſt of 
all his Miacles,the Incar. 
nacian of the Word, : and 
- | the Redemption of Man. 
y kind, Tell him, © this; 1s 
1- | the ordinary ſubje&. of 
r | your Medication every 
day; as.it.is'the:{ubject.of 
To the Meditation | of - the 
* | Angels-in Paradiſe for 
oO. Etermty, + © Redeemer 
of my. Lite, . how-dften 
E-9 do 
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do [ think of them, and 
how ſweet a repoſe doth: 
the. Contemplation of 
your- Crib ,, and Croſs, 
your Glorious Annihila- 
tions bring along with 
them. 
Hereupon. call to mind. 
ſach Thoughts, as oc- 
curr'd, during-your Me- 
dkations, or thoſe , you 
have read in Books, or 
heard m Sermons, Re- 
count them, as things,you- 
cannot: forbear . Speaking 
or. Meditating of, and_ 
mingle with them Acts 
of: Love, —_ 
Ad- 
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Admiration, and Faith : 
| believe thoſe ineſtim- 
mable Myſteries, what 
your Chureh:And Goſpel 
Teaches ; I have belieyed 
them ever ſince my Butch, 
and [ ſay every day, and 
will ſay-to che hour of my 
Death, that Jeſus Chriſt 
Cruacified is my Lord and 
my God, This is the firſt” 
Word , they taught me 
1a my Cradle, and 1 hope 
ic will be the laft, 7 ſhall 
pronounce, . going out of | 
the World; and that-T. 
ſhall bear Engraven up. 
on my Heart ,, going:to 


ap- 
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appear in Judgment-: 
My Lord and my God, 


« / « | "Oy 
221CGH a'P. XIX- : 
How-to Converſe with God 


concerning the Sins of 


© our $ of Life. 
"Ell him with De- 


votion , . that. up- 
on the. Croſs you do no. 
leſs. clearly. behold your 
own Humiliations and the 

 Diſgraces of. your Life, 
then: the Exaltations of 
the Juſtice and Goodneſs 


What . 
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What 1 would ſay, is, |} 

that during thele ſorts of 

Converſations with our 

Saviour.,..you.ought. not - 

to fail Entertaining him 

4 | with the ſins and mileries 

f of your Youth, 'Speak of 
them to this dear'Spoulſe;, 
and though-in your for. 

- | mer days of Pennance + 

> | you forgot not totell him 

o || all you knew ; yet be nat 

ir | afraid to importune him, 

e | by bimbling:your ſelf in 

e, | repeating the ſame things, 

df Tell him- the whole 

{s | Story of thoſe miſerable 
years, and all thoſe ſad 


1t : OC» | 
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occaſions of offend ing 


Companions brought you. 
Remember each faulr, 
Sigh and Lament it with 
Tears, and exerciſe Acts 
of Contrition , worthy of 
thofe' Graces which the 
Death 'of your Spouſe 
hath merited, and which 
have drawn you out of 
Hell. 

1 That which diſpleaſ, 
eth-me,. my: Beloved, 
and aboye all afli&ts me 
in thele my enormous 
Sins, is, that my Heart is 


for 


him , into which your. 
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for them. Alas itis very 
little that mine alone;and ' 
the heart of my Con- 
felor, who hath known 
and deplor'd them;ſhould 
be touch'd with them, 
Iwiſh 1 had the heart of 
all Men and Anpels,. 
and with this multitude 


of Hearts, that T1 were 


able to form ſuch a yio. 
lent hatred, and de- 
teftarion, as+ might e- 
qual my Sadneſs and Mi- 
ſery. O Lord employ 
your Pqwer and Mercy : 
Create in me anew heart, 
:nd give it me to no 
other 


7 Who. will give Water 
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;other end _,” but to- Love 
_ -- . 
[This Ifire lakh -ouUr 
Saviour, as Ig the deſire 
of David; Sr. Peter; {and 
many ther Penitent Sin- 
- Ners;' who, after they 
| = ety ployid many years 
n:: -laghing i: and;. bewwai- 
ln thein' Sins ,:-Hidving 
exhauſted their - Tears, 
.asked-::. for thole who 


-might raiſe. in their Soul 


ſich! a: ſburce- of bitter 


Waters, that might not 


be exhiuſted , = might 


endure their was e Life. 


fo 
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Converſmg with God. 11 2 
to my Head, and a Foun- 
tain of Tears to my Eyes, 


' that 1 may Weep day-and 


mpht ? ſays the Royal 
Prophet, 

Contemplating the 
open Veines'of your Cru- 
cified Spouſe ; O'Devour 
Soul, repeat the- ſame 


Words, but fay- them 


ſincerely and from your 


Heart, and rather Sighs 


of Love, then Words ; 
| Who will give Water to my 


Heal, &c. O my dear 
Mafter,how happy ſhonld 
T. be, to ſee Torrents 
of Tears flow from 


114 <A Method of 
my Eyes , which might 


- * Joyn themſelves to the 
torrent of your Blood, | 


and run together with ir 
in each Corner, where 
. my Sins have been com. 
micred', to the end that 
thole, who have known 
me a Sinner , may know 
me alſo a Penitent, and 
ſee eternal marks of my 
Sorrow ! O-all of you, 
who have heard of: the 
ſcandal of my Life, come 
and hearken to my Cryes 
and Lamentations, and 
behold my Sorrow.! Be- 
hold it, O my God, and 
conſider, 
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conſider, what paſleth in 
my Soul. I hope in-you,in 


Tithe ſtate Tam in : have 


» 


the goodnels not-to refule 
to Love me 1 it::At leait, 
refuſe not to behold me, 
and to let that vertue paſs 
trom- your Eyes to, my 
Senl,. which gives Grace 
and Life. Behold me, 0 
God, and confider me. . 
God beholds thee, O 
Sunamite , and durin 
theſe holy Hours,in which 
thou findeſt thy grief and 
the convulſions of thy af- 
flicted Gonſcience tore» 
turn, he fails not to com- 
fort 
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forr thee , repeating by 
himſclf [nteriorly,what he 


hath cauſed the Prophbers | 


and Evangeliſts to tell 
theexthar thy Sins are' par- 
| doned and' blotted © out, 
and that-the leaſt ſtain of 
them remains nor in- thy 
Heart,” This I know, O 
Divine Saviour, but there 
remains itil] a memory of 
them in thy mind. 

* Alas, great God, it 
ſeems | little comfort to 
tell me-I pardon you. 
It ſeems to me, that to 
make this comfort per- 


d] 


tet, you ſhould find 


ſome 


- 
] 
Q 
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ſome invention ,co be 


Ignorant of what I have 


done, andto forget, what- 


ever happened to me du- 
ring:.the years of my 
criminal - and (candalous 
Life. | 

For how is it poſhible 
to live.in,the.preſence.. of 
God; who, has: beheld all 
my Infidelities,” and ſtill 
remenibers them? And 
how is it polble to be. 
comforted. by the 'news, 
they ;daily tell-me [from 
you, that my Sins are 
waſh'd in the Blood = 
Spils for me, ſo.long. as. I 
allo 
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alſo know that they ap- 
pear yer in your-{1zht,and 


--_g doſo tor in Frternji. 


. and that amid{t the 
Sndours of Paradile, 
the Age of my Ingrati- 


cudes will be an Eternal | 


obje&t. Thou haſt put our 
Sinsin thy fight, our At 
In the light f = Corr 
fenance, 

God, who beholds 
with pleafure this kind 
of holy Fears arid Anxie. 
ties in” your Mind , 1s 
ready to give yoy anen- 
tire Conſolation, And 
W, during theſe fami. 


liar 
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lar Entainmens,he Com- 
forts you about them ; 
he ſpeaks as One, who 
by an ineffable Miracle 


has extended his Power 


| ſo far, as to put all n 


Oblivion, and buried the 
memory of your Sins in 
ſuch an Abyls, as they 
ſhall never be able to 
get our of: He will dif- 
poſe our Iniquities, and 
caſt our Sins into the 
depth of the Sea, becauſe 
be will have'Mercy. 
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In what manner we are 


to Treat with God in 
Scruples, and Fears of 


our Salvation, or any 
thing elſe. 


) Uc if peradventure 
that ſhould happen 


ro you, . which often'does 


i 


even to: moſt innocent | 
Souls; . to be troubled out | 


| of Fear, thax lome hidden 


Sin lurks, ſtill. jn ;your | 


Conſcience, Or that God 


—_— __— =_ 
_ = 


has a deſign of ar anger and q 
Reprobarion againſt you; þ 


as ; 
| 
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as ſoon as you perceive 


If chis thought, fail not co 


| enter into your ſelf,and to 
be angry,and blame your 
| ſelf for this dilquiet, as a 
fault perhaps more hate- 
ful to his Wildom and 
| Mercy, than all the Sins 
| you have Committed : 
| Be aibamidd of it, and re- 
{1ſt it, as a blaſt from 
Hell, and {peak of it to 
your Spoule with abomi- 
nation and horror , de- 
reſting ſuch a blind and ' 
criminal diftdence. 

| Inregutd alſo of thoſe 
{ weaknefles, which make 


IF \ G you 


% 
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fear the Power of Men 
or Devils, forming in your | 
1magination (cruples and 
Chimerical /deas, which 
| proſecute you very - im. 


portunely , and excite in 
your Soul inclinations to 
Deſpair, take care, you 
permit your {elf not'to be 
dejected by this importu- 
| Niry of the enemy. Open 
your Eyes , and behold, 
how unworthy - you are, 
thac God ſhould Love'you, 
whilſt you ler your ſelf co 
be frighted! inthis manner, 
and permit theſe fumes 
and ſhaddows to have lo 

much 
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much force, as to trouble 
you, who artbeloved by. 
God and ſuſtain'd by his 
Grace, and therefore cell 
him, 

O my beloved, what 
blindneſs and what un- 
worthineſs is this > From 
whence proceeds this Fear, 
and how can ir enter into 
my heart to diſtruſt you 
amidſt thoſe many Mi- 
racles of your Mercy and 
Love towards me. 

'Tis true, 1 have been - 
a {inner, 1 came from no- 
thing, and am Duft and 
Aſhes; a Worm genera- 
G 2 ted 
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ted of Filch ; Burt you are 
a God, an eternal Com- 
forter, an invincible Pro- 
rector of the miſerable; 
_ it is you, that ſay to 

e: My dear Creature, 
AS - ers th as thou atr, 


» and as {mall a worm wor. 


thy to be trampled under- 
foot, take comfort , fear 
nothing,becauſe 7am thy 


Saviour, thy Beloved, thy 


Faithful Friend; as ho 
cauſe it is 1, that have 
Sworn, That the World ſhall 
ſooner periſh, then that T 


ſhould permit thee te do jo ; 


or, that the Devils ſhould 
take 
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take thee out of my hand, 
or the leaſt evil arrive to 
thee, ſ long as thou conti- 
nueſt 11 my Love. 

You tell 'me this, O 
moſt powerfully Merci- 
tul, and yet I ceaſe not 
to' tremble: Mad and 
Senſeleſs that I am, your 
Prophet affures me, that 
you keep me on your 
Knee, as a tender Mother 
doth her only Infant, and 
tenderly embrace me with 
the like tranſports of 
Love, hiding me in your 
Breaſt, as ine doth her 
Beloved, carrying me al- 


2 lo 
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{o in your Arms, as a Fa- 
rher doth his <on, not able 
yet to go alone ; and chat 
you will, it 1 hinder 
it not , in this manner 
{upport me to the end of 
my Lite, though T ſhould 
arrive to never lo great 
an- Age. You tell me 
this, my God ; 1 hear it, 
Tknow, it 3s you , that 
ſpeak, and yet 1 ask you, 
it you Love me, if you 
think of me, if you-take 
notice of my Tears,and if 
you hear my Voice: And 


| after the many Promiſes, 


which you have made 
" me, 
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me, as if they were made 
by a feeble and faithlefs 
Man, ..1 continue to fear ; 

anc fo to. offend the ad. 


rable Truth of your 


Word, and of your Love 
by my inconfiderate dil- 
quiets. Ah,my God,Tde- 
reſt chem from hence for. 
ward,and will ute: my ut. 
moſt endeavours to force 
them out of -my Heart, 
ang not to let any thing 
remain Within me, that 
carries with ut fucti' -an 
unworthy and criminal 
difidence. Ah my God, 
let me fooner periſh; chan 
G 4 offend 
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oftend you by fearing,and 


trembling under the ſha- 


dow of your protection, 
Suſtain'd by you, and ele- 
vated above all, that is 
mortal orcreated;[fear no. 
thing,] hope in none, nor 
love any thing, but you, 
To afliſt you the better 
to confirm this comfort 
and confidence in your 
Heart, recount often the 
moſt - remarkable Bene- 
firs , you. have received 
from God, and the occa- 
ſ:cns you are conſcious of 
whercin he hath expreſt 
his particular goodneſs to- 
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wards you-Repeatall theſe 
to him, and remember, 
there are- three Hiſtories, 
which your Spoule hears 
very willingly , and that 
you need not fear to re- 
peat them too often ; 
wherefore make them 
the ordinary {ubje& of 
yourDomeſtick Entertain- 
ments;the Hiſtory of your 
finful Lite, the Hiſtory 
of your Redemprion, and 
his Death upon Mount 
Calvary; and in fine, the 


| Hiſtory gf ali his Coaduct 


towards you, and rhe mira. 
culous Succors you nave 
re- 


rye _ if Method of 
received from his Provi- 
dence in ail thoſe occa- 
ſions, wherein you were in 
danger ro peril, and at 
this very hour, in which 
you ſpeak to him, if he 
had not had picty of 
you, and heard your Voice 
in thole miſerable oc- 
calions you kyow of, 
you had been loft to all 
Eternity. "T's you, my 
God,wno reach'd out your 
lend and drew me our of 
the Death of Sin and Mile- 
ry. "Tis you, have dry d 
up my Tears,and' broken 
my Chains. Pardon my 

In. 
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Converfing with God. 131 
lIngratitude, and heal my 


| Infirmity,. and Diſeaſes, 


who haſtgiven meHealth, 
Hope, and Grace, haſt 
Crowned me with Be- 
nedictions and heap'd thy 
Benefits upon me,and halt 
revealed to me the ſecrets 
of thy Wiſdom, and moſt 
ſublime Truths of thy 
Goſpel, and from that mi- 
ſerable ſtate, T was in, 
which had brought me to 
the Gates of Heil, and 
even into the Hands of 
Devils, haſt elevated me 
tothe rank and condition 
of Angels, bleſs the Lord, 

O 


Fo iz 4 Methodoef 


O my Soul ,. and forget 
not his Benefits. df 

In fine, ſpeak to him 
of all chings, and endea- 
vour the moſt intimate 
familiarity, and ſecret 
Communications, which 
one Friend can have with 
another, Fxerciſe them 
boldly, O Devour Soul, 
and fear nothing more, 
than ro be afraid , or 
tremble in his preſence, 
whom no-hing fo dil- 
plealcch 1n 1s Saints, as 
the tears of diffitence,and 
the diſquiets of a feartul 
and Punilanimois Soal. | 
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How, God whilſt we ſpeak 

aim | to him, dotb ſilently ſpeak. 

ICA- to our Ihe. 

ate ia 

oret Hat, which is moſt. 

lich advantageous in 

rich | theſe forts of Converſatis * 

em j ons with God, is that; | 

zul, [chough ir ſeems, thar ſo. 

re, long as you entertain him, 

or he lets you ſp eak without | ! 

ce, | {ſpeaking himſelf or att. 

diſc | ſwering you, yet never- ©— 


as | thelels it 1s not fo. 

nd There-*is a certain 
tut | voice, which 1s proper * 
5 only 
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only to himſelf,and with-$ 
ur the knowledge ' ot? 
your interior Faculries,: 
even whilſt your imagl- 
nation underſtands no- 
thing, Prints in your Soul 
ſuch Verities, as his Love 
would have you know, 
% You - feel imperceptibly 
\ to riſe in your mind ſuch 
* "Phoughts, as comfort 
you, - and extinguiſh your 
Fears, Lights, that diffi- I 
pate your Doubrs and 
Apprehtenſions, RetleCti- 
ons , Which diſcover to 
you, what you ire to do, | 
and which teach you the |] 
| certain | 
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' 
ertain means , how you 


; may happily conduct all 
. . Jyour Deſigns, 


It is much, that he hears 
you : Bur when you ſpeak 


to him with this reſpect- 


ful confidence, he cannot 
forbear an{wering , and 
comforting you : He does 
it nor by forming words 


Jin the Air , but . by ap- I 


plying his Lights, his. on 


| Thoughts and his Sweet-. 


nels co your Heart: It'ts 
his Hear: which ſpeaks to 
his Spouſes , and 1t 1s a 


[anguage 2 they under. - 
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